
Mathematics 

“In the study 
of figures the 
work should 
be made 
practical.” 

Education, page 
238

Beginning mathematics is easy to teach without a 
textbook: Count together - Legos, stuffed animals, 
things in pictures, rocks, marbles, etc. Count into 
sets, add the sets, subtract sets, count by 2’s, 5’s, and 
10’s. Match things, mothers and babies, shoes and 
family socks while doing laundry. Begin teaching 
number recognition. Learn shapes. Learn money 
concepts, names of coins, count coins into dollars. 
Make a calendar; teach days, months and seasons. 
Learn measurements by sewing with mom, and using 
a tape measure. Learn fractions while cooking, 
cutting pie or pizza, dividing marbles. Plan a simple 
menu, purchase groceries and prepare the meal. Measure temperature, snowfall 
or rainfall and chart on a graph. The list is endless and very practical! 

Adventist Materials and Resources 

AY (Adventurers and Pathfinders) 
AY honors in Stewardship, on both Adventurer and Pathfinder levels. Also 
selected class work requirements as appropriate. (Check Adventurer Manual, AY 
Instructor’s Guide, and AY Honors book for specific requirements.) There is also an 
Accounting honor. 

Fun at the Beach 
(The Moore Academy) 
Beautiful felt set with 182 pieces that teaches mathematical concepts of counting, 
shapes, size comparison, number facts, and fractions. Includes Teacher’s Manual. 

 Math-It series 
Elmer W. Brooks (The Moore Academy, The Sycamore 
Tree, Weimart and others) 
Highly recommended by Dr. Moore. Many Adventist 
homeschooling parents have used all three levels with 
their children and found it to be extremely helpful. It 
does produce the results promised when used as 
directed. As a bonus, you yourself may become more 
proficient at math and will not have to rely so heavily on 

the calculator!  

“So teach us to 
number our 
days, that we 
may gain a 
heart of 
wisdom.” 

Psalm 90:12 



 Pre-Math-It: Do It With Dominoes (Kindergarten), uses a set of real 
dominoes on a game board to teach a math mindset. Includes a teacher’s 
guide. 

 Math-It (early to mid-elementary), uses sets of cards and game boards to 
play Addit, Dubblit, and Timzit. Includes a cassette tape and teacher’s 
guide. 

 Advanced Math-It (mid- to late elementary), advances to Dividit and 
Percentit games. Includes a cassette tape and teacher’s guide that covers 
all the grade levels. 

Other Christian/secular materials 

 A Blueprint for Geometry 
(Timberdoodle) 
Teaches introduction to geometry through realistically planning a home, floor 
plans, elevations, heat calculations, and building costs. Grades 7-9, $12. My son 
who is now working with a contractor and preparing for his contractors license 
used this program.     

Teaching Idea: 
Let your children 

set up a play store. 
They will learn 

organization, math, 
and cooperation. Use 

items you’re your 
pantry or save 

empty food cartons, 
use real money, 

attach price tags, 
learn money 

management, 
making change, 

clerking, shopping 
and bagging. 

Algebra Survival Guide 
Josh Rappaport, 888/308-6284; 
www.algebrawizard.com  
An actual guide that takes you step by step from 
basic facts to advanced concepts with clear, concise 
explanations.  

Bob Jones 
(traditional textbook approach) 
Work text format for grades 1-3, hardbound texts 
thereafter. There are Activity Sheets on all levels to 
grade 7. Traditional approach, with some built-in 
review. 

 Math 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 (grades 1-8),  
 Consumer Math (high school), 
 Algebra I (grade 9) 
 Geometry (grade 10), 
 Algebra 2 (grade 11), 
 Advanced Math (grade 12) 

 

http://www.algebrawizard.com/


 Calculadder 
(Providence Project) 
An excellent resource for math drills. Grades 1-6. We use it along with Math-it 
before beginning Saxon mathematics. Available in books to photo-copy or CD-
ROM to print out your own as needed. 

Chalk Dust Company 
11 Sterline Ct., Sugarland, TX 77479; 800/588-7564; 
www.chalkdust.com  
Elementary through Calculus math packages, tutor on call via email, phone or fax. 

Cuisenaire Rods 
Cuisenaire Co. of America, Inc., 12 Church St., P. O. Box D, New Rochelle, NY 
10805. (Timberdoodle and other sources) 
Wooden rods in various lengths and colors provide a math manipulative with 
almost limitless possibilities. Offers children a tactile and visual impression of 
mathematical concepts. Preschool +. 

 DIVE Into Math 
936/372-9216; www.diveintomath.com  
Instruction for Saxon math from 5/4 through Calculus and Physics on CD-ROM by 
a Christian Ph.D. Great for the parent who feels unprepared to teach math or the 
child who needs extra help.  $50 per course, you also need the Saxon book, home 
study kit and solutions manual. I highly recommend this program. Demo $5 with 
sample lessons. Lesson numbers correspond with third edition books. Those of us 
with older editions of Saxon—just match the lesson titles and it works out just 
fine. 

Fundamentally Math Software 
800/MATH-MAP, www.fundamentallymath.com  
Complete K-12 curriculum, no games, just teaching, 1+1 through Algebra. $39.95 

Get a Grip on Your Money  
A 13-week course on personal finances stresses mature decision-making based 
on Christian principles in all aspects of financial management, including writing a 
resume and applying for a job. Student worktext and teacher’s guide available. 
High school level. 

 

 

http://www.chalkdust.com/
http://www.diveintomath.com/
http://www.fundamentallymath.com/


Making Math Meaningful 
(Cornerstone Curriculum Project) 
Complete math curriculum for grades K-6, using colorful manipulatives, complete 
with lesson plans. Some homeschoolers have used this, along with Math-It 
games, until the child is ready for Saxon. 
 
Math Relief 
(Algebra on Videotape) Keyboard Enterprises, 800/737-6284; www.mathrelief.com  
Twelve hours of video and 275 pages of worksheets and solutions. Three phases, 
$59.95 each. 

Mathpert 
“The expert math tutor for homeschooled teens.” 
800/361-1011. 
Algebra, pre-Calculus, Calculus. Computer learning 
system for college-preparatory math. 

Math Tutor Computer Software 
The original was from Scholastic. It has now been 
updated converted to eight modules for Windows 
and is available for download at 
www.teachyourchildrenwell.ca 60 hours of instruction 
for $19.95 each. 

Teaching Idea: 
Make a clock with 

cardboard or a 
heavy paper plate, 

cut out hands, write 
numbers and use 

brad to connect, 
learn 

minutes/hours, 
am/pm, quarter 

hours, count by 5’s, 
and learn to tell 

time. 
Math-U-See 
888/845-6284, www.mathusee.com  
“Seeing is understanding.” K-12, manipulative based, 
program.  

Principles from Patterns  
(Cornerstone Curriculum Project) 
This is an Algebra I sequel to the Making Math Meaningful series described earlier 
in this section. 
 
 Quick Arithmetic, A Self-teaching Guide 
(About $18 in bookstores.) 
This is an incredible book. It starts from the very beginning of arithmetic 
explaining numerals and digits, goes through addition, place value, carrying, 
subtraction, multiplication, exponents, square roots, division, fractions, decimals, 
and percents. It explains arithmetic so you can understand it! Not for your first 
grader, but for the older child or adult who “missed something” or needs a 

http://www.mathrelief.com/
http://www.teachyourchildrenwell.ca/
http://www.mathusee.com/


review, your own private math tutor. Allows you to skip what you know and learn 
what you don’t.  

Rod and Staff 
(traditional textbook as used in the Mennonite 
schools) 
Mathematics for Christian Living series is a 
straightforward, inexpensive math curriculum. 
Story problems use Bible incidents, moral 
lessons, or church-related situations. 

Saxon Math 
Saxon Publishers, Inc., 2450 John Saxon Blvd., 
Norman, OK 73071; 800/284-7019; 
http://saxonpublishers.harcourtachieve.com/e
n-US/saxonmath_home Call or write for a 
Home Study Catalog which has placement 
tests, Sampler Catalog and CD-ROM. This 
resource is also available from many other 
resources. 
Grades K-3 range from $65-100 and are too 
much “school work” for most children of this 
age.  

 Math K (kindergarten), 
 Math 1 (grade 1), 
 Math 2 (grade 2), 
 Math 3 (grade 3) 
 Saxon Manipulative Kit 

The Manipulative Kit is for Grades K-3 and 
required for use with the above Saxon 
programs. Contains student clocks, 100 

pattern blocks, balances, geoboards, charts, tangrams, color tiles, multilinks, 
counters, and dominoes in a handy tote box. $59.95. 

“Let every youth and 
every child be taught, 
not merely to solve 
imaginary problems, 
but to keep an accurate 
account of his own 
income and out-goes, 
Let him learn the right 
use of money by using 
it. Whether supplied by 
their parents or by 
their own earnings, let 
boys and girls learn to 
select and purchase 
their own clothing, 
their books, and other 
necessities; and by 
keeping an account of 
their expenses they will 
learn as they could in 
no other way, the value 
and use of money.” 
Counsels on 
Stewardship, page 294 

For many years this was the only advanced curriculum available and had been our 
first choice in math curriculums, and recommended overwhelmingly by 
homeschool moms everywhere as the best math program available to 
homeschoolers. Some are hesitant to try it at first, because the student does all 
work on paper (we prefer a spiral notebook) rather than in a workbook. But those 
who have used it can strongly testify that it is well worth the effort. Grades 4 and 

http://saxonpublishers.harcourtachieve.com/en-US/saxonmath_home
http://saxonpublishers.harcourtachieve.com/en-US/saxonmath_home


up are not expensive, with the entire homeschool packet of student soft cover 
textbook, tests, solutions manual and worksheets around $35-65, depending on 
grade level. The tests are reproducible, so the entire packet can be used with your 
next child or sold intact to someone else when you are finished with it. It ends up 
being very affordable. 

Lessons include: 1) warm-up activities including facts practice and problem 
solving, 2) daily lesson, 3) lesson practice, 4) cumulative practice, 5) cumulative 
tests.  

These books are based on the incremental approach and are usually self-
instructional, especially for the mid-elementary student who has mastered the 
number facts (through a program such as Math-It). The lesson explanations for 
the student are clear, which gives Saxon a big edge over other programs. Users 
consistently report that standardized test scores in math have improved after 
using Saxon Math, and many Adventist homeschoolers can verify that claim.  

 

 Math 54 (grade 4 ) 
 Math 65 (grade 5) 

 Math 76 (grade 6) 
 Math 87 (grade 7) 
 Algebra ½ (pre-algebra for grade 8) Transition from arithmetic to algebra. 
 Algebra I (high school algebra) Signed numbers, integer exponents, 

scientific notation. 
 Algebra II (sequel to algebra I) Uniformmation, chemical mixture, 3-linear 

& non linear. 
 Advanced Mathematics (geometry, trigonometry, algebra III) Logarithms, 

trigonometric identities, infinite series, matrices & determinants. 
 Calculus (with trigonometry and analytic geometry) In depth coverage of 

all topics required for the Advanced Placement Calculus Exam. 
 Physics students will be prepared for Advanced Placement Physics 

Examination when they have completed this book. 
 Saxon Math Solutions Manuals.  Every problem is worked out in these 

solutions books, step-by step which is wonderful for those of use who do 
not remember or who flunked advanced math when we were in high 
school. Also take advantage of their 800# to get help if your child needs it. 

I highly recommend using DIVE Into Math (found on the previous page) with 
Saxon math especially Algebra on up. 



Singapore Math 
(Sonlight Curriculum in Colorado) 
Students in Singapore came out first in international Math tests so of course this 
curriculum is a popular resource with homeschoolers. This has a cultural flavor, 
early editions teach Singaporean money and was designed for institutional 
schools. Definitely nothing magic or new here, because learning math takes a lot 
of work and that is exactly what the students in Singapore did to get good 
scores.  

Surviving the Money Jungle 
(The Moore Academy, The Sycamore Tree) 
A 13-week course on managing personal finances according to Biblical principles, 
to prepare your student for the responsibilities that accompany an income, 
including principles of proper credit use, good stewardship, and budgeting. 
Student worktext and teacher’s guide available. Junior high level. 
 

 Teaching Textbooks 
www.TeachingTextbooks.com  
This mathematics program was written with homeschoolers in mind. It combines 
a teacher and a textbook into one. Designed for independent learners the 
program contains more explanation than any other math program on the market. 
Textbook comes with answer key and text bank. Accompanying CD-ROM’s 
contain step-by-step multimedia instruction and solutions for EVERY problem in 
the book. An additional CD-ROM with step-by-step solutions for every test 
problem is also included in the sets. 
Math 5 – Fractions, Decimals, Percents and More 
Math 6 – Instruction for 6th grade mathematics 
Math 7 – one level below pre-algebra 
Pre Algebra – 8th grade students not quite ready for Algebra 1 
Algebra 1 – The best Algebra program on the market 
Algebra 2 – College prep curriculum 
Geometry – College preparatory geometry for home educators 
Pre-Calculus -  
Available textbook only, CD-ROM’s only or complete sets. View sample lessons, 
take placement tests and free shipping online. 

Times Tales 
www.timestales.com   
Learn upper times tables in one-hour by turning abstract multiplication problems 
into easily remembered stories children 6-12 years old can relate to. $14.95 

http://www.teachingtextbooks.com/
http://www.timestales.com/


Working With Numbers Consumer Math 
(The Sycamore Tree) 
Grades 8-12. Students learn money management, household budgeting, 
financing a home and calculating taxes. Grades 8-12, teachers manual also 
available. 
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